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SAMPLE ITINERARY –

 Group meet in Turin and from there we traveled for 12 days. Each step of the way was coordinated with me but based on places they wanted to see. I included historical insights    
Torino - There are many museums and churches to choose from here,  I’ll mention a few: 

· Cathedral with the Chapel of the Holy Shroud with famous dome by Guarino Guarini.  

· National museum of Cinema housed in Mole Antonelliana. Built as a Synagoge.  Fun and high tech for film aficionados. Or students of architecture and renovation.

· Egyptian Museum : One of the finest collections of Egyptian art in the world.  Equal to Cairo and London.  

· Galleria Sabauda, House of Savoy collection forms the nucleus of this collection  and highlights mostly Piedmontese artists but also has fine works by Tuscan and Dutch and Flemish paints.  

· Museo Civic d’Arte Antica with a rich collection of Italian treasures from ancient times to 19th century.  Art treasures include the duc de Berry’s famous “Book of Hours” and a fine painting by Antonello da Messina.  Glass, jewelry textiles and furniture.  

· Stupinigi Hunting Lodge, with museum of art and furniture.


Along the way stroll the via Roma and sample some of the fine food and chocolates and outdoor cafes that 
Turino is known for.   Look for rose flavored white chocolate – it is delicious!

Oct. 4 - Day One : Meet Group in Torino - Villa Fetrinella, Mantua

Drive to Lake Garda to visit the Grand Hotel Villa Feltrinelli – former “gilded cage” villa of Benito 
Mussolini.   

* Gargnano/Villa Feltrinelli : perhaps we can have lunch here. Palazzo Feltrinelli was built as the private 
home of Giuseppe Feltrinelli in about 1889.  It was designed by Alberico Belgiojoso.  The building was to 
gain historical importance, following its use during the period of the Italian Social Republic (1943-1945).  It 
was requisitioned by the Fascist government , who converted it into Benito Mussolini’s headquarters.  It was
patrolled by Italian and German guards. The mansion is now a five star hotel. - 
http://www.villafeltrinelli.com/home/030416.html


* Mantua : A small city, charming and known for the Gonzaga family who were Renaissance princes that 
supported the arts during the Renaissance.  Isabella d’Este from the powerful Este family of Ferrara married 
Duke Federico and had an exciting and well documented life that reveals much about the life style of the 
Renaissance courts.  

Torino to Lake Garda -  Grand Hotel Villa Feltrinelli in Gargnano

A 21 - avoids Milano goes thru Piacenza to Brescia

Costs: Toll 13.90 EUR | Gas 28.74 EUR - Time: 03h21

Gargnano (Lake Garda)  to Mantova

Gas: 8.99 EUR  -  Time:  01h42
(OVERNIGHT IN MANTUA)
Hotel Information 
Oct. 5 -Tuesday - Day Two :  - Mantua city morning/ Palazzo Te, Ferrara, Ravenna   
*Palazzo Te on our way out of the city: This immense house was built by the artist Giulio Romano for Federico II Gonzaga between 1525 and 1535, and mirrors a Roman villa style with its classical arrangement. The interior is lavishly decorated by the artist and his workshop. The rooms are frescoed in the mannerist style and are wonderful to behold.

*Ferrara – visit Castello Estense -  Ferrara is on the Unesco World Heritges sites.  It is a 
lovely planned town 
and served as a model for city planning in the years to come.  We will visit the Castle, home of the Este family 
who ruled Ferrara from the end of 1200s to nearly 1600.  
* Ravenna - Here we will visit the famous Byzantine churches of St. Vitale, Basilica of Sant' Appollinare in Classe and the not to be missed little jewel of Gala Placida. In these places we will see beautiful mosaics created by Byzantine artists.  Mosaics were created in Ravenna from 402-751AD when the city served as capital for various kingdoms after the fall of Rome. 
Mantua to Ferrara

Gas:8.99 EUR  -  Time: 01h49

Ferrara to Ravenna

Gas 12.06 EUR  -  Time:  01h38
(OVERNIGHT IN RAVENNA)
Hotel information
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